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Truth’s Power 


Dear Brother: 

Truth is the only thing that keeps me go- 
ing. We must wake up, see how the world 
are going in the broad way, and we must be 
careful to stay in the narrow way and re- 
ceive the crown of everlasting life. That 
is all I know of that is worth working for. 
What is there to think of but the Word of 
God; all else is vanity, a striving after 
wind. 


Rochester, Minn. A. J. M. 


A Voice from Afar 


Dear Sister, 

When I first heard of the Mission I won- 
dered if it were just another voice to disap- 
point me! But Father was so urgent and 
keen, and the more I read of the Mission’s 
writings, the more I appreciated the Truth 
and the way the Messace had of getting 
right to the heart of the matter or subject 
concerned. 

The sermon on the Messages to the Seven 
Churches was very good reading. It is forth- 
right, very individual and strikes right to 
the very heart of the matter, and on read- 
ing the same I thought of Paul’s words in 
I Cor. 11:28 and II Cor. 13:5. “Examine 
yourselves whether ye be in the faith.” He 
exhorts the brethren to prove themselves 
according to the highest example of all in 
Christ Jesus. And I do feel such fine read- 
ing does help one to search their thoughts 
and doings that they may make sure their 
walk is right in God’s sight. 

We need to test our hearts by God’s Word, 
to ensure its keeping in tune with the Spirit’s 
Voice in all things pertaining to the One 
True Faith in Christ Jesus. 

It is a lovely night; a beautiful moon and 
still you are far away! Let us hope and 
pray we shall take our walk one day, stepping 
into Eternity, oh, how wonderful that will 
be! Right now our park is beautiful with 
autumn chrysanthemums, it would be a very 
lovely walk indeed. Keep the Prize in the 
View Finder, we must never lose sight of all 
it means to us to reach the winning post. 

May God’s rich blessings be with you and 
all. And after we have safely passed the 
rugged stony parts along the path, after we 
have crossed the valleys with their dangers, 
the mists and uncertainties having rolled 
away before the warm life giving rays of the 
Sun of Righteousness. After the tribulations 
and sorrows and trials of our refining days 
are over, and we stand before our Saviour 
with joy may we with the sweet Psalmist 
of old “dwell safely in the house of the 
Lord for ever.” 


Warwick, Qld., Australia A. B. 





May 27, 1961 


MEGIDDO 


MESSAGE Vol. 48, No. 11 





When You Can’t Cross Over Jordan 


T HAS BEEN said: “Life is a struggle. Try living it 
and see! It is true for all of us.” If there is no struggle 
we can be certain there is no life, in the fuller mean- 

ing of the word. 
“To breathe, and wake, and sleep, 
To smile, to sigh, to grieve, 
To move in idleness through earth, 
This, this is not to live.” 


It is certain that when it comes to our hopes and 
aspirations, life is constructed in reference to trouble. 
The question has been asked: ‘‘When you cannot have 
what you want, when you do not get what you hope for, 
when what you stake your life on does not come true— 
what have you for that?” Moses faced that very situation 
and lived it triumphantly. The Lord had said to him, 
“You shall not go over this Jordan.” 

Moses was not permitted to pass over Jordan because 
he disregarded the Lord’s command to speak to the rock 
that water might flow for the congregation to drink, and 
struck it with his rod as at other times. He had failed to 
honor God at the waters of Meribah. A small thing, you 
might say, but remember Moses enjoyed the rare privilege 
of receiving information first hand from the mouth of an 
angel. And his censure was a iesson for all time of God’s 
exactness when He commands. 

So that was the situation. After forty years of struggle 
and the exhausting ordeal of leading an untutored, 
unthankful and rebellious people through the wilderness, 
the crossing of the Jordan to the promised land was not 
to be for him. 

“In a little while the banners of Israel would be seen 
floating down through the valley. The trumpets would 
be sounding and all the joyous shouting of the people 
would echo up from the hillside. This would be the high 
moment of achievement and possession, but Moses would 
not be there.” And ‘as if to add salt to the wound of 
unfulfillment, another was chosen to lead the hosts of 
his people in his place. The Lord had chosen Joshua to be 
the new commander.” 

A man of smaller stature might have found this 
accumulation of circumstances a pill too bitter to take 
with good grace, but not so with Moses. The contents of 
practically the entire book of Deuteronomy were spoken 
after the final ultimatum had been given him, and they 
show no sign of bitterness or even disappointment which 
would have frustrated in some measure a man of less 
stature. Moses had pleaded with the Lord to change the 
verdict of a year or so before, and let him cross over 
Jordan and see the land before he died, but it did not 
seem to suit God’s purpose to alter it. 

In Deuteronomy 3 Moses was relating their recent 
conquests of the land east of Jordan where a part of the 
tribes were to be settled. And beginning at verse 23 we 
read: “‘And I besought the Lord at that time, saying, O 
Lord God, thou hast begun to show thy servant thy great- 
ness and thy mighty hand: for what God is there in 
heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, 
and according to thy might? I pray thee, let me go over, 
and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 


mountain, and Lebanon. But the Lord was wroth [dis- 
pleased] with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: 
and the Lord said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no 
more unto me of this matter. Get thee up into the top 
of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and north- 
ward, and southward, and eastward, and behold it with 
thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this Jordan.” 

It would be time well spent if each of us would read 
through the wonderful book of Deuteronomy. It contains 
exhortations to obedience, a condensed account of Israel’s 
fortunes during nearly forty years in the wilderness. 
It foretells the birth of the Messiah. Included, are warn- 
ings against apostasy, listed were the blessings for 
obedience and the curses for disobedience. A compendium 
of laws and ordinances is given, the treatment of idola- 
ters, the year of release, the stated feasts, the cities of 
refuge. 

Chapter 32 records the beautiful song of Moses which 
ended with these practical words: “Set your hearts unto 
all the words which | testify among you this day, which ye 
shall command your children to observe to do all the 
words of this law. For it is not a vain thing for you; 
because it is your life.” 

The New Catholic Edition makes the point in vs. 46, 47 
even stronger: “Take to heart all the warning which I 
have now given you and which you must impress on 
your children, that you may carry out carefully every 
word of this law. For this is no trivial matter for you; 
rather, it means your very life.”” And these words apply 
to us as truly as they applied to ancient Israel. Our very 
life in the world to come depends upon our taking to heart 
all the warnings which God has given, and impressing 
them upon the hearts of our children and others. 


Instead of Jordan—Nebo! 


Moses’ days now were numbered, he was living out the 
last few hours of his mortal life, and he knew it. Let 
us observe his attitude: ‘And the Lord spake unto Moses 
that selfsame day, saying, Get thee up into the moun- 
tain of Abarim, unto Mount Nebo, which is in the land of 
Moab, that is over against Jericho; and behold the land 
of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel for a 
possession: and die in the mount whither thou goest up, 
and be gathered unto thy people: ... because ye trespassed 
against me among the children of Israel at the waters of 
Meribah-Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because ye 
sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel. 
Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not 
go thither unto the land which | give the children of 
Israel” (vs. 48—51). 

This was now the third time Moses’ inattention to the 
Lord’s command in striking the rock in place of speaking 
to it, had been mentioned to him. And what was his 
reaction? Did the prospect of a forced demise while still 
robust and in excellent health make him downcast and 
sullen? No indeed! He was still buoyant and his desire 
was to spend his few remaining hours encouraging the 
men and women, with whom he had labored so unceas- 
ingly, to live closer to God. Theirs was to be the privilege 
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of sharing the long-looked-for triumph that he must miss! 

Singling out the tribes of Israel one by one he blessed 
them. His last recorded utterance registered joy in the 
God of his salvation, and confidence in the final triumph 
of right: “There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, 
who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excel- 
lency on the sky. The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust 
out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy 
them. Israel then shail dwell in safety alone: the fountain 
of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also his 
heavens shall drop down dew. Happy art thou, O Israel: 
who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the 
shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! 
and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and 
thou shalt tread upon their high places” (Deut. 33: 26— 
29). 


Some of Life’s Jordans 


For the man who lives only for the present, life can be 
a competitive struggle. He is ever fighting to get over 
some sort of Jordan. He may fight for “a seat on a 
crowded bus, for a scholarship abroad, for a wage 
increase, for social recognition.” He crams his life so full 
of what he can “wear, use, drive, build, eat and drink, 
that there is no tiny corner of mood or mind left for 
holy thoughts or desire.” He is afraid of being left on 
the wrong side of Jordan. 

But how about us who should have learned the lesson 
to seek “first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” 
(Matt. 6: 35). Are we as concerned lest we be found on 
the wrong side of Jordan when we stand before the Great 
Tribunal, as ambitious men of the world are of failing to 
reach their goal? Too often we have made the mistake of 
Naaman the leper in feeling that to do anything worth 
while it must be some great thing. An old schoolbook 
rhyme comes to mind which emphasizes this point: 

“If always the statesman attained to his hopes 

And grasped the great helm, who’d stand by the ropes? 
If all dainty fingers their duties might choose 

Who would wash up the dishes and polish the shoes?” 

We may have set higher stakes for ourselves in the 
service of God than our time, abilities, finances, physical 
health, or other factors will permit us to go through with, 
but that is no reason for discouragement. If we cannot 
cross over Jordan and accomplish services for others that 
once may have appealed to us as the worthiest of ideals, 
let us be satisfied to do something less spectacular. We 
can do a kindly deed, speak a word of encouragement, a 
word of warning, a word in season to our brother who 
has grown weary of sin. 

And then there are ordinary mundane duties always at 
hand that need doing. In Jesus’ Parable of the Judgment 
in Matthew 25, the righteous were amazed when told 
they had seen Jesus hungry and had given Him meat; 
thirsty, and had given Him drink; naked, and they had 
clothed Him; sick, and they had visited Him; in prison, 
and they had come to Him. Then in v. 40 Jesus gave 
the explanation: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ve have done it unto 
me.” 

It may not be possible for us to be a tall and stately tree 
on the hilltop, but we can be a bush in the valley! The 
menial tasks, which seem less important are actually 


more essential often than those which appear more 
prominent or eminent. 

Let us take the denials that life offers us, the thwarted 
hopes that life casts back at us, and make out of them a 
garment of beauty. If all we got out of our defeat was 
defeat, we didn’t get enough. 

And even if we cannot get over Jordan let us deepen 
our life within the will of God. “Here is an achievement 
nothing can prevent.” If life will not let us strike out 
ahead, then let us reach down inside. Let us greaten our 
life within, deepen it in God’s will. 


King David at Jordan 


King David was exemplary in the matter of being 
content to continue on in his pursuit even when he could 
not cross over Jordan. Stricken in years and feeble in 
body, the King had abdicated in favor of Solomon his 
favorite son, in a hasty move to crush a rebellion headed 
by another son, Adonijah, who aspired to the throne. 
Upon the ascension of Solomon the revolution had col- 
lapsed, and now the aged ex-monarch had assembled his 
officers to bid them farewell. In the midst of the nation’s 
disorders, the thing nearest his heart was his cherished 
ambition of many years to build a fitting temple for 
Jehovah, and he took this opportunity to charge Solomon 
with the task. 

The words that the King spoke to the assembled official 
family and people revealed his deep desire to accomplish 
his cherished project, and his complete resignation to 
the will of Jehovah. Even though he could not cross over 
Jordan, he spared no effort to do what he could to prepare 
for his successor’s triumphant crossing. We read: 

“Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said, 
Hear me, my brethren, and my people: As for me, I had 
in mine heart to build an house of rest for the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and for the footstool of our 
God, and had made ready for the building: but God said 
unto me, Thou shalt not build an house for my name, 
because thou hast been a man of war, and hast shed 
blood.” (1 Chron, 28: 2, 3 

Some years earlier the King had had it in his heart to 
build an house for the Lord, and had taken some steps 
toward making ready for the building, but now was 
thwarted in his attempt. The Lord had said ‘no” to his 
plans. From David’s intended temple let us learn this 
spiritual lesson, that our hearts are the measure of 
our work in the sight of God. 

Circumstances may not permit you to contribute to 
the spread of the gospel as you would like. You cannot 
visit and relieve all the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction as you would desire. You cannot make the daily 
reading of the Word, or the religious devotion of all the 
people you are acquainted with to equal the deep spiritual 
glow that fills your own heart. You cannot spread the 
glorious news of the near coming of our great King, 
Christ Jesus, to the ends of the earth, and infuse all 
mankind with the glowing hope that is yours. You wish 
you could. So did David. 


Thwarted Ambition With Joy 


David had extravagant dreams about the temple. He 
built the temple every night in his sleep. And had he 
been permitted he would not have slept with his fathers 
till he had dedicated a most magnificent house to the 
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name of the Lord. But it stands in God’s true and faithful 
record that it was all in David’s heart. And He who looks 
not only on the action but also on the intention, saw in 
ali this a man who could fill a definite place in His eternal 
purpose. May all David’s good intentions, and generous 
preparations be found in all our hearts today that they 
may bear fruit. And as we measure our good words, 
and good wishes, and good purposes, and good prepa- 
rations, and good performances in our heart, and find 
them genuine, so will it be measured back to us by Him 
who sees and measures the heart, and weighs the actions. 
A word from Paul bearing on this quality of a willing 
heart is assuring: “For if there be first a willing mind, 
it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not” (II Cor. 8: 12). 

In I Chron. 22: 8—10, David reveals to his son, 
Solomon the Lord’s determination regarding the building 
of a house for Him. “The word of the Lord came to me, 
saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made 
great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, 
because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in 
my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall 
be a man of rest; and | will give him rest from all his 
enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, and 
I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days. 
He shall build an house for my name; and he shall be 
my son, and | will be his father; and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever.” 


The Work on This Side of Jordan 


When we read that sentence, ‘‘thou shalt not build an 
house to my name,” we might expect to see David all that 
night with his face bowed to the earth from disappoint- 
ment. But if so we do not know David. For instead of 
refusing to rise up and eat bread with the elders of his 
house, David was never in a happier frame of mind. 
He was denied the privilege of crossing over Jordan, his 
long-cherished plans were cancelled. The work of building 
the temple must be postponed for a number of years, 
the credit for the prosecution of the plan must go to 
another, yet David, knowing that it was the Lord’s will, 
said, “It is of the Lord,” and immediately set about 
getting the materials together for a temple which some- 
one else must build. 

In David’s address before his official family and the 
people of Israel he shows great spiritual warmth, and 
not the slightest sign of discouragement or a defeatist 
complex. He continues: ‘““And of all my sons, (for the 
Lord hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon 
my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord 
over Israel. And said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall 
build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to 
be my son, and | will be his father. Moreover I will 
establish his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do my 
commandments and my judgments” (1 Chron. 28: 5—7). 

Here was a warning which Solomon did not heed. The 
blessing which righteousness would assure could be his 
if he were “constant” to do God’s commandments. And 
that same provision qualifies all the divine promises to 
us today. “If ye be willing and obedient, ve shall eat the 
good of the land” (Isa. 1: 19). But only as we are ‘“‘con- 
stant” with our willingness and obedience. “If ve refuse 
and rebel ve shall be devoured with the sword” of my 
judgments. “Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye heark- 


en to these judgments, and keep, and do them, that 
the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant 
and the mercy which he sware unto thy fathers” (Deut. 
7: 12). Again, the blessings are conditional. ‘I declare 
unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which 
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 
unto you” (I Cor. 15: 1, 2). Paul does not omit the “if.” 

King David then applied his practical approach to the 
people of Israel. Not only must his son Solomon be “con- 
stant” to be assured that the blessings would be constant, 
but the same applied to the congregation: ‘‘Now therefore 
in the sight of all Israel the congregation of the Lord, and 
in the audience of our God, keep and seek for all the 
commandments of the Lord your God: that ye may 
possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for 
your children after you for ever” (v. 8). Moffatt trans- 
lates this text: ‘Now then, in face of all Israel, the 
community of the Eternal, and in hearing of our God, I 
bid you keep and bethink yourselves of all the orders of 
the Eternal your God, that you may hold this fine land 
as your own, and leave it for an inheritance for your 
children after you, for all time.” 


Counsel to a Son 


Then in I Chron, 28: 9, is as wise counsel as was ever 
given by a father to his son, and as “the things written 
aforetime were written for our learning,” the advice is 
for us no less than for Solomon. ‘“‘And thou, Solomon my 
son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with 
a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the Lord 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imagi- 
nations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee 
off for ever.” 

To know, in the full meaning of the verb, is to do the 
things learned, for knowledge without practice is like 
flower without fruit. Nor will a desultory practice be 
effective, if salvation is our goal; it is all or nothing. 
Perfection is the divine standard, yesterday and today 
and forever. Those who deny the possibility of perfection 
of character will argue that our actions do not so much 
matter so long as our heart is right. The fact of this 
matter is, if our heart is right, our actions will as a matter 
of course be the same, so that a perfect heart is syn- 
onymous with a perfect life. Perfection is not an impos- 
sible task; it simply means the keeping of all the com- 
mandments of God. If one can be kept, then two can; 
and so on to the end of the analogy, which brings us to 
perfection. 

This perfection of character is no easy task, nor will 
it ever be attained without the next adjunct mentioned, 
“a willing mind.” A grudging, reluctant, backward- 
looking service is worse than useless. Unless all willing- 
ness and joyfulness enters into the work, we shall never 
vo far toward attaining the “measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” I delight to do thy will, O my 
God,” cried the sweet singer of Israel, “yea, thy law is 
within my heart.” 

Delight is a strong word, but even that is not enough: 
the highest point, the ultimate, is reached in Paul’s term, 
“Glorving.” “God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and J unto the world” (Gal. 6: 14). 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Man and Outer Space 


WENTY-FIVE centuries ago the Lord through the 
prophet Isaiah declared, “For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” The recent 
world-wide interest in space exploration, brings this verse 
to mind. While we are not trying to minimize or ridicule 
man’s efforts in this direction, for the scientists have 
made significant progress, yet we cannot overlook the 
fact that man’s efforts to conquer space must seem very 
puny and even futile to the angelic messengers who are 
continually traversing space. They come and go with the 
freedom of the wind, with no need of a launching pad or 
rocket to get them beyond the earth’s attraction, or no 
insulated capsule to prevent burning up on re-entry 
into the earth’s atmosphere, and no parachute for landing. 
The angel Gabriel, who stood in the presence of God, 
was caused to fly swiftly to Daniel to give him skill and 
understanding. In the days when God took an active part 
in the affairs of this planet, there were many instances of 
visits by heavenly messengers notably to Lot, Abraham, 
Moses, Manoah, Gideon, Elijah, Zacharias, Mary, Peter, 
Cornelius and others. There are also at least two examples 
where men on this earth were taken to other planets by 
angels, God’s clouds (Ps. 68: 17), Elijah and Jesus Christ. 
No doubt Enoch was taken to another planet, although we 
have no absolute proof. Jesus Himself made several return 
trips to His home planet, one at the conversion of Paul. 
In fact there is evidence that He appeared to Paul more 
than once (Acts 26: 16). And again when He appeared 
to His beloved apostle John on the Isle of Patmos. This 
is the last recorded visit of a heavenly messenger to this 
earth. But it will not remain the last. The next visible 
visitor to this earth will be the prophet Elijah (Mal. 4: 
5, 6) followed closely by Christ Himself with an innu- 
merable company of angels (Acts 1: 10, 11. Rev. 1: 7). 
These events will herald the beginning of a much 
expanded intercourse between our earth and the other 
planets. 

And the best and most interesting part of all is the 
fact that if among the worthy Christians we ourselves 
shall be able to participate in this celestial travel. (See 
John 3: 8 and Matt. 5: 8). 

In that day there will be no fear of a failure to orbit, 
no concern over where we shall land. But travelling to 
other worlds then will be safer than crossing a street is 
today. 

In view of these God-attested facts, how foolish it seems 
for men to be spending so much time and billions of 
dollars trying to reach the moon when, if they would only 
wait patiently for the Lord, they could not only reach 


the moon safely and easily but any other planet as well. 
x 

Of all the creatures that creep, swim or fly 

Peopling the earth, the waters and the sky 

From Rome to Iceland, Paris to Japan 

I really think the greatest fool is man.—Despre’aux 


wh SOvs 2b... 
cSOvess 

Whoever will labor to get rid of self, to deny himself 
according to the instructions of Christ, strikes at once at 
the root of every evil, and finds the germ of every good. 


A Blessed Lesson 


Have | learned, in whatsoever 
State to be content? 

Have I learned this blessed lesson 
By my Master sent— 

And with joyous acquiescence 
Do I greet His will 

Even when my own is thwarted 
And my hands lie still? 


Surely it is best and sweetest 
Thus to have Him choose, 

Even though some work I’ve taken 
By this choice I lose. 

Folded hands need not be idle— 
Foid them but in prayer; 

Other souls may toil far better 
For God’s answer there. 


They that “reap” receive their 
“wages,” 
Those who “work” their 
“crown,” 
Those who pray throughout ages 
Bring blest answer down; 
In “whatever state” abiding 
Till the Master call, 
They at eventide will find Him 
Glorified in all. 


What though I can do so little 
For my Lord and King, 

At His feet 1 sit and listen, 
At His feet I sing. 

And, whatever my condition, 
All in love is meant; 

Sing, my soul, thy recognition, 
Sing, and be content. 





A faithful servant of God may have finished his race, 
death may have claimed him. He may have slept for one 
year, a hundred years, a thousand years, five thousand 
years. No record that ever he lived upon earth may be 
known to man, yet his record in heaven remains, and 
that record is in safe keeping, and one day shall be opened 
and read when he stands before the Judgment seat of 
Christ. God never forgets; the Apostle assures us that He 
is not unrighteous to forget our work and labor of love 
(Heb. 6: 10). Once our name is written in heaven it can 
never be obliterated. 


Christianity is the good man’s text: his life the illustration. 








Your life’s education is never finished. Through the years 
you must grow. 





Our Father—we would not weary Thee with our con- 
stant begging. We would not be like petulant children, 
seeking diplomas without study or wages without work. 
We thank Thee for lessons to learn and for work to do. 
May we apply ourselves to both. 
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Cet Out of 
the [bleachers 


N A RECENT history of baseball, a commentator 
states, the original purpose of the game, which 
has now taken on such large proportions in American 
life as a professional sport, was a source of exercise for 
the player and not as an entertainment for the spectators. 
It is said that in early baseball, and in the still earlier 
British games known as “Rounders” and ‘Cats,’ which 
English lads played in the 18th century, little value was 
attached to those who came just to look on. The purpose 
of the game was to afford exercise and pleasure for those 
who played, and no one gave much thought to those who 
came to watch. It was the participation that was the 
real worth of the game. 

But no longer is this true. Now in baseball the greater 
attention is directed to the nonplayer who pays to sit in 
a seat, and approves or disapproves of what goes on in 
front of him. It is the wish of this onlooker and not the 
whim of the player that sets the mood of today’s leaders 
in baseball. Millions of dollars are spent to provide the 
spectator with comfort and convenience because it is he 
who is by far the most important person in the game. 
What he wants matters, and no one who wants to stay 
close to America’s number one pastime ignores for long 
the nonplayer who came only to watch what the pro- 
fessionals do down on the diamond. 

There is a strong analogy between the aforementioned 
attitude of the baseball fan and the concept of religious 
people today. To many it seems Christianity should be a 
game of comfortable entertainment as onlookers and not 
as active participants. They feel that someone else should 
do all the work, someone else should expend the effort, 
someone else should bear the crosses, someone else should 
make the sacrifices. At the outset many believe Jesus has 
done the work for us, and we merely have to accept of Him 
as our personal Saviour and all will be well. They are 
satisfied with the position of a comfortable onlooker. 

And the desire for a comfortable seat is not confined to 
the religious world alone. If we look sharp we will find 
there are signs that we as individuals are afflicted with 
non-activity in the spiritual life. For one thing it is so 
much easier to remain inactive, or at least passively con- 
tent with ourselves as we are. It is too much trouble to 
keep an eve on ourselves each waking moment of every 
day. It requires effort to watch ourselves so closely that 
we will not allow ourselves the liberty to do, say, think, 
or feel anything that is not to God’s glory. It takes effort 
to be at all times an example of the “believers, in word, 
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 
To do this we shall have to get out of the bleachers and 
plunge wholeheartedly into the game. 

At the time of the sinking of the Titanic a wealthy man 
by the name of Guggenheim saw there was no hope of 
his escaping with his life as there were not enough life- 
boats, and preference was being given to the women 





passengers. Standing next to him was an acquaintance 
who was an excellent swimmer, and whom he thought 
might possibly survive. So just before the fatal moment 
he said to him, “If you get out alive take this message to 
my wife for me: ‘This is a man’s game, and I have played 
it to the end, and no woman or cnild has gone down with 
the Titanic because Bill Guggenheim was a coward.’ ” 
Likewise Christians cannot be cowards, they must get 
out of the bleachers and be willing to face dangers. 

According to the record of the New Testament the secret 
of the effectiveness of the Christian faith lay in the fact 
that it got down inside of individual persons and trans- 
formed them at the point of their contacts with the world 
about them. Each person recognized that God had a word 
for him. Each person came to see that God had a task 
for him. Each person found that Jesus had died for him 
as an example only, and expected him to die the same 
death—to sin, and consecrate himself to the heavenly 
Father’s will for the remaking of himself, and helping 
others to remake themselves. 

Each one has to work out his “own salvation with fear 
and trembling.” There was no room in early Christianity 
for anyone to complacently sit in the bleachers while 
others worked out his soul’s salvation in the game of 
everyday life. Each Christian stood on his own two 
feet, and his relationship to his God and to his fellows 
meant much or little depending on the part he took on 
the playing field. 

“But how are we to get out of the bleachers and into 
the game of helpfulness?” someone asks. “Are there 
definite steps we can take to bring us closer to this ideal 
of our Lord?” And the answer is a resounding ‘‘yes!” 
The way is simple, the plan easy to understand. And it is 
based entirely upon the proposition that each must be 
a brother’s keeper. Each must be a light shining in a dark 
place, each must be an example of the believers, each 
must have a righteousness that exceeds the righteousness 
of those who only profess religion, but will have nothing 
to do with it as a force in their lives. Each must work 
out his own salvation with fear and trembling. 

Jesus was saying “get out of the bleachers” when He 
said: “‘My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work. Say ye not, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest? behold, 1 say unto you, Lift 
up your eyes, and look at the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal’ (John 4: 34—386). 
Do not remain inactive, sitting under the shade of a mas- 
sive tree waiting for the grain to ripen. Behold, the fields 
are already white for harvest, and if we would reap a 
harvest to life eternal we must get out and reap. The 
place God expected you to fill can be filled by no other. 

So let us get out of our comfortable bleachers, and 
fill it! 





There’s no tree but bears some fruit, and such as the tree is, 
such is the fruit. 


The ugly things of life—hate, envy, suspicion, fear, 
gloom—disappear when they are buried beneath the 
“snow-flakes” of love, faith, courage and joy. 
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Lip Sewice 

T IS VERY evident to every instructed one that the day 

is not far distant when all show, sham, veneer and 
hypocrisy will be exposed to view. The All-searching eye 
of the One with whom we have to deal seeth not as man 
seeth, for man looketh upon the outward appearance but 
God looketh upon the heart. Moffatt renders Mark 4: 22 
as follows: “Nothing is hidden except to be disclosed, 
nothing concealed except it be revealed.” Weymouth 
translates it: ‘Why, there is nothing hidden except to be 
disclosed, nor has anything been made a secret but it 
may come to light.” 

Our Lord and Master struck a hard blow at all show, 
sham and hypocrisy when He uttered those memorable 
words, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Jesus 
again struck at hypocrisy when He reiterated the words 
of Isaiah the prophet: “This people draweth nigh unto 
me with their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips; 
but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do wor- 
ship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men.” The lips were moving, the worship was there, but 
the worship was vain. What was lacking? The very 
thing that was most vital and essential—there was no 
heart in it. In other words that type of religion was from 
the lips out, it never got down any deeper. 

When we think of lip service, our attention may be 
directed to the hypocritical scribe or Pharisee, or our 
vision may be focused on the pomp and show of the so- 
called great and high ecclesiastical dignitaries of this 
and other days; our eyes may be directed to those who 
wear the long and costly gowns, who love the highest 
seats at the feast and in the synagogues; or perhaps 
when we think of lip service we bring to mind those who 
heap on the shoulders of others the burdens which they 
themselves refuse to bear, those who set their backs 
against the door of knowledge and hold the key so that 
none can enter in. We may endeavor to find consolation 
in the fact that lip service is found only among those who 
love the greetings in the market places. We all pass by on 
the other side lest we come in contact with that dread 
disease—the wicked leaven of the Pharisees—and are 
ever ready to step forward and expose the hypocritical 
formalism which pervades the doctrine of those who are 
walking in darkness and the shadow of death. 

But today we ask for a deeper searching of our own 
hearts, lest we go down in the stormy night because our 
righteousness did not exceed the righteousness of those 
who profess to know God but in works deny Him. We 
have all been guilty of lip service. It is so easy to say and 
do not. It is so easy to promise and not fulfill. It is easy 
to vow and pay not. It is easy to say “Lord, Lord” and 
do not the things He has commanded. The lips may be 
moving but the heart is hard. The tongue may be singing 
but there is no music in the soul. A man will never get 
springtime in his soul until his religion goes deeper than 
his lips. “Oh, why, why,” said our Master, “do you per- 
sist in calling me, Lord, Lord, and do not those things I 
command?” 











A reprint of a personal and heart searching address 
once delivered by the late Rev. P. J. Thatcher. 


Brethren, that is striking close home. We have all 
used the polishing rag too often to polish the outside of 
the platter, and left underneath filth and dirt. We have 
all tried to make our lamps burn when there was no oil. 
Moffatt, in describing the Pharisee, says “they talk but 
do not act.” The Psalmist David caught the true spirit 
of service in his humble prayer to God asking forgiveness 
when he cried out, “Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O 
Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.” He was crying out 
to God that he might render a service that would go down 
deeper than his lips. He was pouring out his supplication 
that his service might reach so far that it would take 
hold of his entire being, his mind, his might and strength. 
Today we should long to take part in a service that will 
gird us for action, a service that will cause us to leave 
far behind that class who say and do not. Happy indeed 
is that man who reaches that place where he holds back 
nothing from God. The smallest secret sin held and 
cherished will stay the great blessing. A man who counts 
service to God drudgery, you can be assured is out of 
touch with God. 

Oh, too often, brethren, we have brought into the 
temple the mint, the anise and all that goes with it and 
left outside the weightier matters, judgment, mercy and 
faith. Gideon demanded of his followers more than the 
few words, “I will go.” He wanted more than lip service 
from the three hundred that struck consternation to the 
Midianite camp. We sing, 


“Our hearts now obey our lips while they say, 
‘We have loved Thee, O Lord, with the few.’ ” 


This is the very service God demands, the lips and the 
heart working in perfect combination. 

A writer who was describing the life of the apostle 
Paul said that he was a man with a purpose because he 
knew what he was talking about and meant what he said. 
Oh, there is wonderful power in that sentence, ““He meant 
what he said.” Brethren, lip service never gets down that 
deep. The way to avoid spiritual death is by spiritual 
growth. Let us never forget that what we believe most 
deeply and most truly enters into and constitutes our very 
life. We pretend to follow Christ, but too often we follow 
so far away we lose sight of our Master and great ex- 
ample. Our lips speak of the glorious majesty of his 
Kingdom, but what is our service in preparing ourselves 
and others for that great Event? With our mouth we 
make claim to the old-time religion, but is our service 
such that men can see and behold that we are real con- 
tenders for the faith once delivered to the saints? 

Business men tell us today that people want service. 
If they do not get it, they will go somewhere else. The 
service must be speedy. That means action. Lip service 
will never fill the bill, but too often that is the type of 
service we attempt to palm off on God. But let us re- 
member that He “is a God of knowledge, and by Him 
actions are weighed.” 

Again Jesus speaks a solemn warning, “But do not 

(Continued on page 11) 
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When You Can’t Cross Over Jordan 


(Continued from page 5) 
His pursuit of high endeavor was with zea! and enthusi- 
asm, 

When King David spoke the words: for “the Lord 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imagi- 
nations of the thoughts,” he spoke words from the depth 
of bitter experience, for more than once he had tried 
to ‘climb up some other way,” and had found in every 
case that it did not pay. Again and yet again he had 
been pulled abruptly back into the way of sanity by 
friends who could see him better than he could see him- 
self, whether a righteous Nathan, or an unscrupulous 
Joab. And let it be said to his eternal credit that David 
was man enough to take the rebukes with humility and 
good grace and profit by them. 

“If thou seek him, he will be found of thee: but if 
thou forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.” And he 
means just that, no more and no less. God will meet 
us more than halfway, but the first move must be ours. 
There is no compulsion: He will never save men and 
women against their will: but if we seek Him with a 
perfect heart and a willing mind, we shall find at the end 
of the way a reward far above all we could, with our 
limited mental powers imagine. Riches and honor are 
in the left hand of the wisdom of God, and in her right 
hand length of days, even eternal life, free from disease, 
decay, pain or sorrow—a bright eternity with never a 
shadow. And on the other hand, if at the great Assize 
we find ourselves on the wrong side, cast off for ever, 
there will be no sorrow like unto our sorrow, with only 
ourselves to blame. 

Then in the sight of all present David gave Solomon 
the plans and specifications for the temple of the Lord: 
the main building, the upper chambers, the mercy seat, 
the holy of holies where the high priest went in alone 
once each year; also the treasure room for the dedicated 
things. Then the King gave gold for the instruments to be 
constructed of gold, silver for the vessels of silver. He 
gave gold for the table of shewbread, for the altar of 
incense, for the cherubims that spread out their wings 
over the mercy seat. ‘All this, said David, the Lord made 
me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all 
the works of this pattern” (1 Chron. 28: 19). 

The time had now arrived for the King to appeal to 
the people to do their part, and to their eternal credit the 
record is that they ‘offered willingly.” ‘‘Then the chief 
of the fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel, and the 
captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the rulers of 
the king’s work, offered willingly . .. Then the people 
rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with a 
perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord: and 
David the king also rejoiced with great joy” (ch. 29: 6, 
9). David rejoiced even if he could not cross over Jordan. 
He was delighted to know that someone could carry on 
the work of the Lord even if he himself could not live to 
see it. 


We, at our Jordan 


To maintain the right spirit when we cannot cross 


over our Jordan, and when every power of our body and 
mind is all set to make the crossing, requires pliancy. 
And pliancy is a characteristic which the Christian must 
possess. He must be able to have his plans changed or 
delayed without losing his composure or developing fret- 
fulness. It is not just spasmodic obedience or obedience 
when things look plain ahead that this word suggests, but 
a suppleness of mind that takes care of any, or however 
many of the sharp turns and bends in the divine will. 

Pliancy in the spiritual life is best expressed in Reve- 
lation by the word ‘‘whithersoever.”’ Of the faithful we 
read, “These are they which follow the Lamb whither- 
soever he goeth.”’ And it seems from observation and 
experience that sometimes the road to the kingdom twists 
strangely. 


At Jordan: Abraham, Paul 


For some examples consider, first: the case of Abra- 
ham, who was asked to offer up his son Isaac, when he 
had been promised to be the father of a great nation 
through him. Or Joseph, beloved son of his father when 
he was sold into slavery by jealous brethren. There was 
David who when a tender youth was anointed king of 
Israel by Samuel, but was obliged to spend the follow- 
ing years as an unknown shepherd boy—wondering, no 
doubt, when he would arrive at Jordan’s crossing! 

Paul gives us a picture of his own life in his letter to 
the Philippians ‘I know both how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound, everywhere and in all things I am 
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” A splendid definition of 
pliancy in the Christian life. Paul was ready for any- 
thing. If he could cross Jordan or couldn’t cross Jordan, 
he was ready to serve wholeheartedly in any location or 
capacity. 

If our hope of eternal life is a ‘real thing” to us, if 
to obtain it is the most burning quest of our lives, an 
interest for which we gladly exchange everything of this 
fleeting present; then whatever surrender God’s plan for 
us demands gladly will we make it! We will serve as 
wholeheartedly in second place as in first position. When 
we cannot have what we want, when we do not get what 
we hope for, when what we have staked our life on does 
not materialize, we shall have something for that. And 
that something is the absolute assurance of every God- 
fearing sojourner, and which Paul avouched: “And we 
know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8: 28). 

We will keep pressing right on, submissive to the will 
of Him who is leading, and say with emphasis: “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day.” 

All who will consistently follow this life-pattern to the 
end shall accomplish immeasurably more than the cross- 
ing of some self-imposed Jordan in life; and at Judgment 
Day shall receive the “well done” of the Judge, and with 
Moses and all the faithful, triumphantly cross the swell- 
ing of Jordan into the Promised Land of hope and glory, 
and share with the good of all ages the felicities of eternal 
bliss. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me” ( Revelation 3:20). 

For nearly six thousand years, the Eternal has been 
knocking at man’s door. Since first the offer of salvation 
was placed before reasoning man, Opportunity has stood 
patiently knocking, knocking. Of the lives of the earliest 
patriarchs we lack many details, but, Jesus Christ—the 
Truth—being “the same yesterday, and today, and for 
ever” (Heb. 13: 8), we know that they, like us, were pre- 
sented with an offer involving a definite choice. Their 
salvation, like ours, was conditional. What all these con- 
ditions were we do not know; each age has its “present 
truth’; but to whatever laws they were given, perfect 
obedience was required. This principle is immutable; 
there are no exceptions, anytime, anywhere. 

‘Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generations” 
(Gen. 6: 9). We know by our own experience no less than 
by revelation that this perfection was not inborn or auto- 
matic; it was not attained by living out his life as he 
pleased, but only through the narrow gate of self-dis- 
cipline. Of the spiritual condition of his progeny we have 
little information, but they must have strayed far from 
the right path, for ten generations later Abram was com- 
manded to leave his tribe and his country and make a 
fresh start in a new land where, at the age of ninety-nine, 
he was ready to accept the covenant of perfection (Gen. 
iz: 2). 

The knocking became more imperative in the days of 
Moses, when the Law was committed to writing and 
accompanied by the punitive judgments of God on a large 
scale. These visible penalties in no way abridged man’s 
free moral agency or his power of choice. A state of emer- 
gency called for stern mass discipline, but the individual 
could always decide for himself between “obey and live, 
disobey and die.” In some cases, death came sooner than 
expected. 

Through the years of settled national life, the call con- 
tinued, The Eternal sent His prophets, men who stood 
alone, asking no favors of kings or commoners, but ex- 
horting a stubborn, apostate people to repentance and 
holy living. Much too often the knocking was ignored, yet 
year by year a choice few hearkened and obeyed the sum- 
mons; not one grain of wheat fell to the ground. Few 
they have always been, but it is for them He knocked, and 
is still knocking. 

Even during the long, dark centuries of the apostasy, 
the call never ceased, but there was no man to hear and 
open the door, until the great day of the “second embrac- 
ing” of truth and the conception of Jezreel, “one whom 
God plants,” in the last days of Gentile times. Still the 
King is knocking at man’s door, still the Spirit and the 
Bride are saying, “Come”; still Opportunity beckons and 


waits for “whosoever will.” The second move always rests 
with the hearer; there is no compulsion; we can take it 
or leave it, according to our tastes and our desires. 

God, the invisible King, has never spoken to man 


directly and audibly. His Son, who knew Him best, said 
in John 5: 37, “Ye have neither heard his voice at any 
time, nor seen his shape.” In other days He spoke through 
His angels, as well as by visions. Since the withdrawal 
of miraculous powers (A. D. 70), He speaks to man 
through His Word. The written Word has always been 
important, even when the Holy Spirit worked visibly; 
but today it is doubly so, for it is all we have. 

This voice comes to us in many and various ways. Bas- 
ically, the rule is ‘‘whereby when ye read, ye may under- 
stand” (Eph. 3: 4); but there are secondary voices— 
echoes. When we become dissatisfied with ourselves as 
we are and with the husks upon which we have fed, when 
we say with determination, “1 will arise and go unto my 
Father,” we are hearing the voice of God and of His Son. 
When the desire for life eternal impels us to search and 
try our ways by the Law, and to say, “All these things 
will we do, and be obedient,” that is God speaking to us. 
When our hearts are warmed by the thought of the great 
things which lie ahead, when we are uplifted to the 
heights of noble thinking, when our minds are in tune 
with the Infinite and we are exalted by an unselfishness 
which is all too rare in our workaday world, we are re- 
sponding to the voice of the Friend who stands at our 
door and knocks. When words of reproof or warning 
turn our feet from paths of danger, when words of en- 
couragement brace us for the battle of life—all these are 
no less the voice of God than the thunders which Moses 
heard on Sinai, or the “‘still, small voice’”’ which comforted 
the despairing Elijah. 

Those who watch for our souls, those who help by their 
fellowship, those who “just stand by” even when there is 
nothing they can do to help—these are God’s echoing 
voices, of which we may be a part. Each member of the 
Bride may join in sounding the invitation, ‘Today, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” 

When our heart softens, the door opens, that door 
which separates us from our Friend and Guest. “Your 
iniquities have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you” (Isa. 59: 2). There 
is need of a quick appraisal and a thorough houseclean- 
ing, for He will never sup with us now in an unclean 
house, nor will a defiled temple be inhabited in eternity 
by His Spirit (1 Cor. 3: 17; Eph. 2: 22). 

A royal Guest stands knocking at our door; a Friend in 
His journey has come to us. What have we to set before 
Him? 

If He finds us worthy, He will sup with us, of food that 
He brings with Him, the Bread of Heaven which strength- 
ens and sustains us; and if we are diligent hosts He will 
in return invite us to a “feast of fat things” (Isa. 25: 6) 
in His house when it is established in the top of the moun- 
tains and exalted above the hills, and all that are left of 
the nations flow unto it. The knocking is over then, the 
door is shut. Those who have slighted His call, those 
who come late or without the wedding garment, will find 
themselves eternally shut out, to weep in the gathering 
darkness. Within are light and joy and happiness, as the 
King proves Himself a royal Host to those who in their 
mortal lifetime heeded His knock and heard His voice 
and opened their doors. 

“Blessed are they which are called to the marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb. . . They shall see his face, and his name 
shall be in their foreheads.” 





Questions and Answers 


“I am wondering why the Editor does not use correct 
names Yahweh and Yashua and so forth. Would greatly 
appreciate it if you could enlighten me on this point?” 


The proponents of the theory that the heavenly Father’s 
name is Yahweh and His Son’s name is Yashua appar- 
ently have some Biblical support. However, it does not 
seem that the question has attached to it the importance 
that some schools of thought try to attach to it. 

It seems to be a question whether the Father should be 
called by His title or His name, and whether the Son’s 
name should be translated or left untranslated. The term 
God is a title, not a name, and I do not see how its use is 
any different than to speak of the person who has the 
highest authority in a kingdom, as King. Is it not possi- 
ble that they try to force a point which is nonessential, 
as it were to “pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 
and omit the weightier matters of the law’? 

The claim is made that the name Jesus is a derivative 
of the name Zeus, a Greek god. That claim may or may 
not be true. However, no Christian today uses the name 
Jesus with any reference to that Greek god. The names 
Jesus and Joshua are used interchangeably in the New 
Testament, whatever bearing that fact might have on the 
study which we are making (see margin Acts 6: 45; 
Heb. 4: 8). 

The Moffatt translation employs the term “the Eternal” 
to designate the Almighty. In the introduction to his 
translation of the Bible Dr. Moffatt admits Yahweh is 
properly the name of the Deity, Speaking of the difficulty 
of making a correct translation he states: “One crucial 
instance of the difficulty offered by a Hebrew term lies in 
the prehistoric name given at the Exodus by the Hebrews 
to their God. Strictly speaking, this ought to be rendered 
‘Yahweh,’ which is familiar to modern readers in the 
erroneous form of ‘Jehovah.’ ” 

We often employ the term “the Eternal” in the Megiddo 
Message. We also use Almighty, Jehovah, heavenly Father, 
etc. It is on record that the Hebrew people thought the 
name Jehovah too sacred to pronounce, and usually used 
the term elohim. An explanatory note in Young’s Analyti- 
cal Concordance under the word Jehovah, is as follows: 
“The incommunicable name of the God of Israel. In the 
Common Version of the English Bible it is generally, 
though improperly, translated by ‘The Lord.’ ” 

And here is another factor on the use of the term God. 
The Hebrew words elah, elohim, eloah, translated God, 
and meaning “object of worship,” occur roughly 2300 
times in the Old Testament. To translate all of these 
Yahweh would seem out of place. The Hebrew word 
Jehovah, probably read by the Hebrews elohim, occurs 
perhaps 300 times. Four times it is rendered Jehovah 
without translation. 

Now God's name is not His chief concern. Psalm 138: 
2 reads: “I will worship toward thy holy temple, and 
praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: 
for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.” 
He values His Word—His promises, His decrees, His 
precepts—above the name by which He is known to men. 
And Rev. 19: 13 reveals the Messiah’s name, “his name 
is called The Word of God.” 


May 27, 1961 








Lip Service 

(Continued from page 8) 
ye after their works, for they say and do not.” We belong 
to just one of two classes, the Saying class or the Doing 
class. The membership of the Saying class is heavy. 
Even down at the Judgment Hour the Saying class are 
crying, “Lord, Lord, have we not done this or that?” 
The Doing class do not have to speak. Their works have 
followed them, The service they have rendered is an open 
book. 

Oh, could we but catch the spirit of the Master today 
when He said, ‘1 do nothing of myself, but as my Father 
taught me I speak these things.”’ His heart was working 
in exact harmony with His lips. We do so much speaking 
when there is no God in it: words and speech without 
edification. Can it be possible that with the same lips 
we utter words to bless God, and with other words we 
bring a curse upon our own heads? Can it be possible 
blessings and cursings stream from the same lips? The 
beloved apostle James says, ‘Brethren, this ought not 
so to be.” It is time and high time for us to see to it 
that our service gets down deeper than our lips. 

Someone once said, ““‘When | go into a cemetery the 
graves seem to say to me, ‘We have had our day, now 
you have yours.’ ” We are having our day and, like those 
who sleep, it will soon be over. If our service to God has 
never gone down deeper than the lips, the day that now 
belongs to us will have been a miserable failure. Nations 
bestow honor and pin medals on the breasts of conquer- 
ing heroes, because they have accomplished great deeds 
of valor, sacrifice and devotion in the cause and service 
they have entered; but we go along as if God would be 
less wise and place a diadem of glory upon our heads 
merely for rendering a lip service. It will be well to ask 
ourselves today if we are willing to surrender all to take 
part in a service of love and devotion to a King who has 
called us to serve under the folds of His glorious banner. 
We read, “They profess to know God, but in works they 
deny Him.” The works never follow, the life becomes 
empty, they never learn to know God, and in the Great 
Day of Reckoning He in turn answers them, “I know you 
not.” 

“Blessed are the undefiled in the way who walk in the 
law of the Lord. Blessed are they that keep his testi- 
monies, that seek him with the whole heart.” More than 
lip service here, brethren. A consecrated life, a full 
surrender. Nothing in reserve. God to such is All in all. 





AN ASSURANCE OF DIVINE DELIVERANCE 
PSALM THREE 


Lord, how are my foes increased, 
Which vex me more and more! 

They kill my heart, when as they say, 
God cannot him restore. 

But Thou O Lord art my defense 
When I am hard bestead, 

My worship and my honor both, 
And Thou holdest up my head. 
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The Atheist 


The fool hath said "There is no God!”... No God!-- Who lights 
the morning sun... And sends him on his heavenly road... 
A far and brilliant course to run?... Who, when the radiant 
day is done... Hangs forth the moon’s nocturnal lamp Tr 
And bids the planets, one by one... Steal o'er the night vales, 
dark and damp? ... No God!-- Who gives the evening dew... . 
The fanning breeze, the fostering showers?... Who warms the 
spring-morn's budding bough. .. And plants the summer's noon- 
tide flower? .. . Who spreads in the autumnal bower... The 
fruit tree’s mellow stores around ... And sends the winter’s icy 
power... lo invigorate the exhausted ground ?... No Godl.- 
Who makes the bird to wing... Its flight like arrow through 
the sky ... And gives the deer its power to spring... From 
rock to rock triumphantly? ... Who formed Behemoth, huge 
and high ~ That ata draught the river drains = And great 
Leviathan to lie... Like floating isle, on ocean plains?. .. No 
God!-- Who gives to man his breath... And all his being, with 
a mind... That can direct its thought beneath . . . Or center 
it on things divine... To realms where sin is left behind? .. . 
Man! creature of a thousand whims... And brain pow r fiendish, 
or refined . .. Marks his Creator’s power, in him!... No God!--Who 
fixed the solid ground . 6% Of pillars strong, that alter not?... 
Who spread the curtained skies around?... Who doth the ocean 
bounds allot? ... Who all things to perfection brought ...On 
earth below, in heaven above? ... Go ask the fool, of impious 
thought eS Who dares to say, "There is no God!” . ae 











